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feature of these dolmens of Travancore is that in their erection
certain architectural methods and proportions have clearly been
employed. In the first place, by the use of orthostatic blocks of
stone, a maximum wall area is provided with a minimum of thick-
ness. Secondly, mortar has not been used in the masonry, which in
itself is coarse and rugged. The dolmens so far discovered are
situated on a rocky tableland, and are in groups of three, four or five,
around each of which stone circles are seen. The majority of them
lie in an east-to-west direction; a few are placed north-to-south* The
floor of all the dolmens is paved with a flat stone slab; and rubble
stone packing is seen on the side of a few. These dolmens are of
two kinds., those consisting of four stones, viz., three supporting
stones and one capstone, leaving one side open; and those in which
the chamber is closed by a fourth stone. In the latter case, the
fourth stone has invariably a circular opening.

Besides dolmens, stone cists or cistavans, called cairns by some
writers, are also found on the Travancore hills, particularly at Kumili
and Vandiperiyar, in association with stone circles, pillar stones and
dolmens. These cistavans are found, not only singly but in twos
and threes, and in groups. The elaborate nature of the grave and
the labour involved in constructing it lead to the inference that only
important persons could have been honoured by this form of inter-
ment. The stone circles vary in diameter, from about fifteen feet;
and one important feature of the cists found in Travancore is that
one of the slabs contains a circular hole on its side. The relics dis-
covered in cists and dolmens are only crude and broken pottery,
and no skulls or implements, sometimes characteristic of such
hypogea in other countries. Bones are rarely found.

Burial urns are by far the most important relics of the prehistoric
period seen in Travancore; and two specimens of these, excavated
from Eraniel, are exhibited in the State Museum, Trivandrum,